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creed. I must act up to it whether I am alone or have compa-
nions. Since propaganda of non-violence is the mission of
my life, I must pursue it in all weathers. I felt that now
was the time for me to prove my faith before God and
man. And so I asked for absolution from the Committee.
Hitherto I have been responsible for guiding the general
policy of the Congress. I could no longer do so when funda-
mental differences were discovered between them and me.
They readily recognized the correctness of my attitude.
And they gave me the absolution. Once more they have
justified the trust imposed in them. They have been true
to themselves. They had not the confidence in themselves
or those whom they represented, that they could express
in their actions the required measure of non-violence. And
so they made the only choice they could honestly make.
It was a tremendous sacrifice they made—the sacrifice of the
prestige that the Congress had gained in the world for un-
adulterated non-violence, and the dissolution of the un-
written and unspoken bond between them and me. But
though it is a break in the common practice of a common
ideal or policy, there is no break in the friendship of over
twenty years' standing.
I am both happy and unhappy over the result. Happy
because I have been able to bear the strain of the break
and have been given the strength to stand alone. Un-
happy because my word seemed to lose the power to carry
with me those whom it was my proud privilege to carry
all these many years which seem like yesterday. But I know
that, if God shows me the way to demonstrate the efficacy
of non-violence of the strong, the break will prove to have
been temporary. If there is no way, they will have justified
their wisdom in bearing the wrench of letting me go my
way alone. If that tragic discovery of my impotence is in
store for me, I hope still to retain the faith that has sus-
tained me all these years and to have humility enough to
realize that I was not fit enough instrument to carry the
torch of non-violence any further-
But this argument and doubt are based upon the as-
sumption that the members of the Working Committee
represent the feeling of the vast majority of Congressmen.

